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Dear  Friends: 

Lieutenant  Governor  Cellucci  and  I  commend  the  dedication  and  tireless  efforts  of  the 
Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs,  Incorporated,  The  Girls  Coalition,  The  Boston  Globe 
Foundation,  and  The  Remmer  Family  Fund  in  compiling  the  first  Annual  Report  on  the  Status  of 
Girls  in  Massachusetts. 

This  important  document  serves  to  educate  parents,  teachers,  community  leaders, 
legislators,  and  all  Massachusetts  citizens  about  the  distinct  experiences  of  the  Commonwealth's 
girls  and  young  women.    The  information  provided  herein  is  critical  to  helping  young  people 
recognize  their  potential  and  realize  their  dreams. 

Children  are  the  Commonwealth's  greatest  resource,  requiring  our  care  and  protection. 
Providing  girls  and  young  women  with  the  tools  necessary  to  succeed  enriches  the  lives  of  all 
Massachusetts  citizens. 

Sincerely, 
William  F.  Weld 


William  F.  Weld  JBtM&n*   ^a<M<Zt/ltete/&  0J/03 

Governor 

Kathleen  M.  O'Toole 

Secretary  f<?/7J  7J>7-  777S 


July  27,  1995 


Dear  Conference  Attendee: 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive  Office  of  Public  Safety,  let  me  thank  you  for  participating  in  the 
Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Conference.  As  the  Secretary  of  Public  Safety,  it  is  my 
responsibility  to  direct  all  aspects  of  public  safety  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  I  was  therefore 
very  happy  to  be  a  part  of  this  important  and  successful  event.  This  conference  brought  all  of  you 
together  from  across  the  state  to  address  vital  safety  issues  that  affect  all  young  women 
throughout  Massachusetts. 

This  is  a  difficult  and  challenging  time  for  young  people.  You  are  confronted  by  a  complex 
society  beset  by  a  number  of  profound  problems;  violence  and  drugs  to  name  but  two.  Now,  more 
than  ever,  it  is  essential  that  you  have  the  knowledge  and  skills  necessary  to  help  you  make  the 
right  decisions  at  each  juncture  in  your  lives.  This  conference,  hopefully,  provided  you  with  the 
opportunity  to  acquire  that  knowledge  and  develop  those  skills. 

I  hope  you  both  enjoyed  and  benefited  from  the  conference.  Let  me  close  by  wishing  you  the 
very  best  in  all  your  future  endeavors. 


Sincerely, 


• 


/ 


Kathleen  M.  O'Toole 
Secretary  of  Public  Safety 


William  F.  Weld 
Governor 

Georgette  Watson 
Executive  Director 

Francis  X.  Pisegna 
Chief  of  Staff 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs 

One  Ashburton  Place,     Room  61 1 
Boston,  MA  02108 
Tel:  (617)  727-0786 
Fax:(617)727-6137 


July  28,  1995 


Dear  Friends: 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  this  informative  and  essential  report  on  the 
Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Conference. 

In  today's  society,  girls  from  every  economic  background  are  face  with  the  problems  of 
pregnancy,  HIV/AIDS,  violence  and  low  self-esteem.  Statistics  show  these  problems 
are  rising  at  an  alarming  rate. 

That  is  why  the  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs,  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs, 
Inc.,  The  Girls'  Coalition,  The  Boston  Globe  Foundation  and  The  Remmer  Family  Fund 
have  combined  their  efforts  in  order  to  educate  program  coordinators,  parents, 
practitioners,  business/community  leaders  and  policy  makers  on  the  challenges  girls 
encounter  on  a  daily  basis. 

The  wealth  of  resources  and  educational  opportunities  provided  by  this  conference, 
ensures  an  increase  in  the  awareness  of  what  it  is  to  be  a  young  woman  today.  It  is  my 
hope  that  we,  as  policy  makers  and  funders,  can  shape  an  effective  and  comprehensive 
agenda  to  address  girl's  needs  in  Massachusetts. 

As  the  Executive  Director  or  the  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs  I  feel  this 
conference  was  long  overdue.  We  had  the  opportunity  to  gain  insight  and 
information,  which  has  had  a  profound  impact  on  our  future  as  a  statewide 
community,  and  simultaneously  provided  personal  enrichment  that  will  remain  long 
after  this  conference  day  ended. 

Sincerely, 


/Georgette  Watson 
Executive  Director 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 

^^n  a  daily  basis,  teen  girls  and  young  women  are  making 
choices  that  will  dramatically  affect  their  lives  for  years  to  come. 
A  bad  choice  or  poorly  thought  through  decision  may  result  in 
adverse  consequences  that  can  last  a  lifetime.    Girls  ask  them- 
selves the  following  questions  everyday. 

These  queries  represent  just  two  of  the  many  questions  that  girls 

seek  to  answer 


Should  I 
join  a 
loosely 
formed  all 
girl   gang 
and  hang  out 
on   the   streets 
and  risk 
death  or  incar- 
ceration  if 
aomething  goes 
dreadfully 
wrong? 


Should  I  give  in   to  unprotected 
aex  and  risk   the  possibility 
of  contacting  a   fatal   disease 
or  getting  pregnant? 


for  themselves 
daily. 

Whether  living 
in  suburbia, 
rural  areas,  or 
in  the  inner  city, 
all  girls  are 
faced  with 
similar  dilem- 
mas and  are  looking  for  help  in  making  decisions. 

Unfortunately,  girls  are  under-served  and  girls 
programming  is  under-funded.   Hence,  girls  lack 
the  factual  information  that  is  crucial  for  making 
informed  decisions 
about  their  lives. 


A^  Review  of  Girls  Programming 


Only  35  percent   of 
the  programs   surveyed 
provided  separate   time 
and  apace  for  girls 
apart  from  boys. 


Studies  written  by  the  MS  Foundation 

for  Women  in  1993  and  1991  found 

that  there  is  very  little  programming 

available  for  girls.   Less  than  eight  percent  of  all  programs  provide 

services  to  girls  between  the  ages  of  9  and  15.  Additionally,  many 

programs  do  not  focus  specifically  on  girls. 


B.  Review  of  Funding  Levels  in  Girls  Programming 


Molly  Mead,  author  of  the  1993  "World's  Apart"  study  of  philan- 
thropic activity  in  the  Greater  Boston  area  surveyed  hundreds  of 
nonprofit  executives  from  women  and  girl  serving   agencies  and 
grantmakers. 


Based  upon  the  findings,  research  concluded  that  nonprofit  orga- 
nizations serving  women  and  girls  have  been  substantially  under- 
funded. 


C.  Insufficient  Support  and  Role  Modeling 

Considering  the  lack  of  funding  and  the  lack  of  programming  that 
exists  for  girls,  where  does  one  turn  for  factual  information,  gentle 
advice,  and  a  sense  of  understanding:  someone  to  say,  "Yes,  I've 
been  there,  let  me  help  you."  Where  do  girls  go,  Where  do  they  turn 
when  making  crucial  decisions  today  which  will  ultimately  have  a 
positive  or  adverse  affect  on  them  tomorrow? 

When  adequate  girls  programming  proves  inaccessible,  culturally 

i 1 

Do  you   think  mothers  ever  listen?  Cause  in  my  case  I  see  what's 
going  on  and  I'm  sure   I  don't   want   to    [have   sex]    and  won't   do  it 
til   I  guess  I'm  ready.      But   when  I  tell  my  mom,    she  really 
doesn't   listen.      She   thinks   I'll   do   the  same  like  my  sister. 
I I 

insensitive,  or  outdated,   girls  resort  to  a  parent,  caretaker,  or 
peer  when  seeking  solutions  to  their  problems.   Oftentimes  a  par- 
ent, caretaker  or  friend  may  be  the  first  person  a  young  girl  turns 

to  for  help.   Most  often  parents  aren't  very 
responsive  or  knowledgeable.  Many  feel  un- 
comfortable discussing  certain  topics. 


Most  girls 
don't    talk 
with  people 
who  are 
qualified 
to  give   them 
accurate 
information. 


Turned  away  or  discouraged  by  their  parents, 
girls  often  go  to  their  friends.  When  girls  turn  to 
their  friends  for  information,  most  frequently, 
misinformation  is  the  result.    Additionally, 
information  from  peers  may  be  misguided  and 
sometimes  harmful. 


Informal  information  pertaining  to  controversial 
and  therefore  hot  topics  such  as  sexuality, 
AIDS,  violence  against  girls,  domestic  abuse,  and  gang  involve- 
ment is    often  based  on  hearsay,  myths  and  institutional  fears. 
Because  of  the  complexity  and  seriousness  of  today's  issues,  girls 
need  information,  advice  and  support  that  is  factual,  easily  acces- 
sible and  relevant  to  today's  norms.   Other  areas  in  which  girls 
receive  inadequate  information  revolves  around  career  choices, 
increasing  one's  self  esteem,  job  and  vocational  training,  hygiene 
and  general  health. 
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These  basic  topics  are  considered  significant  and  fundamental  for 
the  passage  from  innocent  adolescence  to  responsible  adulthood. 
Drug,  alcohol  use,  illicit  and/or  unprotected  sex,  and  violent  activi- 
ties can  be  the  unintended  consequences  of  (1)  minimal  program- 
ming to  address  girl  issues  and  concerns  (2)  substantial  under- 
funding  for  girls  programming, 
and  (3)  insufficient  support  and 
role  modeling.  A  summarized 

listing  of  current  national  and 

42  percent  of  adolescent  girls  .    .       .  .     .  .        .  .    ,     , 

,l       iw   rimi     a.       i  mo-r     statewide  trends  which  docu- 

thought  of  killing  themselves  in  a  1987 

National  Survey  compared  with  ment  the  detrimental  affects  of 

25  percent  of  the  boys.  neglect  follows. 


Q.   Review  of  Trends 

According  to  a  recent  survey  published  in  June,  1994,  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health,  adolescent  girls  in 
grades  7  and  8  showed  an  increase  in  lifetime  alcohol,  inhalant 
and  tranquilizer  use,  and  current  cigarette  use.   Girls  in  grades  9 
through  12  showed  an  increase  in  current  marijuana  use. 


According  to  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  during  the  1985- 
1989,  the  arrest  rate  for  girls  participating  in  violent  crimes  in- 
creased by  32.3  percent. 


Homicide  is  a  leading 
cause  of  death  for  all 
young  women  aged  15  to 
24  years  and  the  single 
leading  cause  of  death  for 
African  American  young 
women  aged  15  to  24 
(CDC:1990). 


More  Hispanic  and  African 
American  girls  reported 
lifetime  cigarette  use  than 
boys  of  the  same  race  and  grades 
(grades  9- 12). 


Girls  experience  a  higher  attempted  suicide  rate  than  boys.    Boys, 
however,  experience  the  most  completed  suicides.   This  leads  us 
to  believe  that  the  suicides  attempted  by  girls  are  a  cry  for  atten- 
tion and  a  cry  for  help.   It  may  be  an  answer  to  depression. 

Studies  by  Susan  Nolen-Hoeksema  show  that  young  women  expe- 
rience twice  as  much  depressions  as  young  men  (Stanford,  CA; 
Stanford  University  Press,  1990). 
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Where  does  the  government  stand  on  these  issues?  By  neglecting 
girl  issues  and  concerns,  has  the  government  served  as  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  normal  development  of  young  girls? 
To  answer  our  inquiry,  a  brief  discussion  and  review  of  the  public 
policies  affecting  girls  and  young  women  follows. 


E.    Review  of  Policies  Affecting  Girls 
1_.    Family  Planning  and  Reproductive  Policies 


Teens  under  the  age  of  18  must  obtain  permission  from  both 
parents  to  receive  an 
abortion  in  Massachusetts. 
Waivers  may  be  granted  by 
appearing  before  a  judge. 


Today,  many  girls  live  in  single 
parent  homes.  Involving  an 
absentee  father  in  a  difficult 
decision  most  often  presents 
an  overwhelming  burden. 

As  a  result,  more  unwanted 
and  unplanned  babies 
are  born  to  unprepared  teen 
mothers. 


According  to  the  National  Association  of 
State  Boards  of  Education  (1987),  of  the 
high  school  dropouts  living  in  poverty, 
28  percent  are  white  females  compared 
with  15  percent  white  males  and  62  percent 
are  black  females  compared  with  37  percent 
of  black  males. 


Z.   Education  and  Work 

Nationally  over  two  million  American  girls  and  women  between  the 
ages  of  14  and  24  are  high  school  dropouts  according  to  the 
Women's  Educational  Equity  Act  Publishing  Center  (1990).  In 
1993,  at  least  3,450  girls  dropped  out  of  school  in  Massachusetts 
according  to  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education. 
Although  dropout  rates  are  similar  for  males  and  females;  the 
disadvantages  of  dropping  out  of  high  school  are  greater  for  fe- 
males than  males. 
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3.         Economic  Policies 

For  the  1994  fiscal  year,  the  federal  government  provided  Boston  with 
$235  million  less  in  job  training  and  creation  funds  than  it  did  in  1980— 
this  represents  a  98  percent  reduction  and  particularly  harmful  to 
teen  girls  and  young  women  preparing  to  meet  the  work  requirements 
for  continued  AFDC  benefits. 

4^        Insurance 

One-half  of  the  teens  who  rely  on  school  clinics  to  provide  basic  health 
care  services  do  not  have  other  sources  of  health  care.   Equally  alarm- 
ing is  that  more  than  nine  million  women  of  childbearing  age  have  no 
health  insurance. 


R    Conclusion 

Based  upon  the  aforementioned  realities,  how  might  we  as  parents, 
concerned  individuals,  representatives  of  community  groups,  nonprofit 
organizations,  governmental  agencies  and  universal  organizations 
serving  youth,  women  or  girls  help  girls  build  resistance  and  resiliency 
to  combat   negative  societal  pressures  and  governmental  neglect? 

A  study  conducted  by  the  MS.  Foundation  for  Women  titled,  "Risk, 
Resiliency  and  Resistance"  show  that  five  factors  (connectedness 
with  a  competent  adult,  internal  loci  of  control,  sense  of  humor,  extra- 
curricular activities,  spirituality)  foster  resistance  and  resiliency 
among  adolescent  girls  and  young  women. 

The  findings  of   Massachusetts-based  focus  group  sessions,  review  of 
current  literature,  one-on-one  interviews  with  educators,  practitioners, 
officers  of  nonprofits  serving  women  and  girls  uncovered  additional 
factors  such  as  communication,  friendship,  sense  of  community,  skill 
development  and  connectedness  with  culture. 

By  incorporating  these  findings,  a  concerned  state  government  official 
and  23  educators,  community  leaders,  and  executive  directors  and 
senior  management  team  members  of  organizations  serving  youth, 
women  and/or  girls  created  a  program  which  would  immediately 
strengthen  resistance,   improve  upon  the  resiliency  among  girls  and 
foster  long  term  changes  in  policy  and  funding.  A  discussion  of  their 
collaborative  plan  follows. 
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II.  THE  STATUS  OF  GIRLS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS  CONFERENCE 

'or  almost  eighteen  months,  the  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs,  under  the 

leadership  of  Georgette  Watson,  conducted  interviews  at  a  variety  of  youth- 
serving  organizations  in  Massachusetts  to  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
current  systems  of  supports  and  interventions  for  young  girls.   It  became  clear 
that  young  women  and  girls  have  enormous  unmet  needs  and  limited  access  to 
services.   The  Alliance  then  conducted  a  series  of  focus  group  sessions  consist- 
ing of  members  whose  agencies  provide  services  which  target  teenage  girls. 

The  findings  from  this  process  reinforced  the  Alliance's  earlier  conclusions.   Key 
needs  identified  were:  the  need  for  stronger  support  for  young  women;  the  need 
for  health  education  to  include  education  about  sex,  birth  control,  and  sexually 
transmitted  diseases;  the  need  for  improved  collaboration  among  systems  provid- 
ers; the  need  for  role  models;  and  the  provision  for  opportunities  for  skill,  voca- 
tional training,  and  internships. 

Based  upon  these  identified  needs,  Ms.  Watson  shared  her  vision  with  the  focus 
group  of  girls  programming  administrators  and  advocates.  Many  later  participated 
in  the  Girls  Conference  as  Planning  Committee  Members,  a  collaborative  group  of 
organizations  to  bring  girls'  condition  to  the  attention  of  policymakers  and 
funders. 


A^  Conference  Goals 

The  goals  of  the  conference  were  to  help  girls  make  the  right  choices  through  the 
provisions  of  adequate  support,  factual  information,  role  modeling,  informal  ex- 
change of  personal  dilemmas  and  success  stories.  The  long  term  goals  of  the 
Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Conference  are  to: 

Increase  the  general  public's  awareness  and  understanding  of  the  difficul- 
ties faced  by  preadolescent,  adolescent  girls  and  young  women. 

*  To  shape  an  agenda  for  policy 
makers  and  funders  to    address 
girls'  needs  in  Massachusetts. 

*  To  affect  positive  change  on  a 
state-wide  level. 

Photo  Caption: 

Maggie  Solis,  Conference  Intern  sharing  a 

moment  of  joy  with  conference  participants. 
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It  was  truly  the  most  historic 

conference  in  Massachusetts' 

history. 

Conference  Participant 


B.   Outcome 

Our  findings  clearly  suggest  that  we  accomplished  our  immediate  goals. 
Leslie  Ahern  of  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of  Vol- 
unteers of  America  had  these  words  to  share  about 
the  Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Conference, 
"The  Status  of  Girls  Conference  was  a  tremendous 
success.    You  engaged  not  just  the  minds  but  also 
the  hearts  of  both  the  young  women  and  profession- 
als who  attended.  As  director  of  development  for  the 
Volunteers  of  America  for  the  last  14  years,  I  have 
been  to  a  lot  of  conferences.  While  they  cost  a  great 
deal  —  few  were  as  informative  and  none  were  as  in- 
spirational as  The  Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts.   I  also  know  first  hand  that 
young  women  got  a  lot  out  of  it.  Two  girls  that  accompanied  me,  both  of  color,  one 
is  a  tenth  grade  student  at  Latin  while  the  other  is  a  special  needs  student  at 
Curley  Middle.    However,  both  got 
concrete  skills  and  information, 
had  fun  and  most  importantly, 
came  away  feeling  proud  and 
empowered.  This  was  no  easy 
feat.  You  and  all  of  the  conference 
staff  should  be  applauded  at  being 
able  to  coordinate  a  conference 
that  could  reach  such  a  wide  M      „     . 

Photo  Caption: 
range  Of  needs  SO  Successfully.  Girls  and  young  women  intently  listen   to  the 

opening  remarks  provided  by  Georgette  Watson. 


Everything  that  was  presented 
was  valuable. 
Conference  Participant 
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I.  CONFERENCE  RESULTS 


>ver  455  girls  and  adults  attended  the  conference.    Conference  participants 

mirrored  the  diversity  of  Massachusetts.   Asian  American,  African  American, 
White,  Latina,  Haitian  and  others  participated  to  make  the  First  Annual  Confer- 
ence a  true  success.  In  addition  to  the  ethnic  diversities,  girls  and  adults  repre- 
sented constituencies  from  rural,  suburban,  and  urban  areas.    Recognizing  that 
the  problems  facing  girls  has  a  corresponding  impact  on  boys  and  society  in 
general,  over  100  organizations  representing  youth,  drug  prevention,  violence 
and  domestic  abuse  prevention,  gang  peace,  school  systems  and  communities 
participated  as  well.  Two  charts  depicting  the  type  of  participants  and  participant 
demographics  as  expressed  in  percentages  follows. 


/V,  Participants  by  Type 


Type  of  Participants  expressed  in  Percentages 


■  Adolescent  girls  and 
Young  women  -  58% 

■  Professional  adults 
-26% 

D  Nonprofessional  adults 
16% 


EL   Participant  Demographics 


Participant  Demographics  expressed  in 
Percentages 


■  Central  Boston  ~  61  % 

■  Northern  Massachusetts 
-15% 

□  Western  Massachusetts 
-5% 

D  Central  Massachusetts  - 
-3% 
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C.    Overall  Conference  Evaluation 

Of  the  455  participants,  overall  conference  evaluations  were  submitted  by  124 
participants  (representing  a  27  percent  response  rate).   When  asked  the  open- 
ended  question,  "What  was  valuable  about  the  Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts 
Conference?"  Many  felt  honored  just  to  have  the  conference. 


However,  beyond  the  euphoria  and  excitement 
that  the  conference  generated,  the  good 
feelings  it  engendered;  most  of  the  substan- 
tive responses  were  centered  around  the 
following  themes. 


1 .  The  wealth  of  information  that  was  prac- 
tical and  applicable  to  real  issues  and  prob- 
lems facing  girls  today. 

2.  The  conference  centered  around  girls 
issues  and  provided  information  from  a  girls' 
perspective. 


Too  few  things  like  this  happen. 
And,  its  very  important  for 
more  of  these  to  take  place. 
Conference  Participant 


3.        The  interaction,  sharing  of  ideas,  the  exchange  of  information  between 
young  and  old,  ethnic  diversities  and  peers. 


4.  The  positive  messages  conveyed  at  the  confer- 
ence, "girls  are  equal",  "we  can  do  anything." 

5.  A  forum  for  girls,  parents,  professionals  and 
practitioners  to  gather  around  at  one  place  to  talk 
about  common  problems  and  to  develop  solutions. 

6.  The  participation  of  girls  and  organizations  from 
across  the  state. 


Just  having  the 
Conference 
was  wonderful! 
Conference  Participant 


7.         The  opportunity  to  see  role  models  in  multiple  functions;  as  workshop  pre- 
senters, guest  speakers,  friends  and  peers. 


The  community  is  finally  taking  responsibility  for  us! 

Conference  Participant 


Page  9 


The  core  components  of  the  conference  which  added 
to  its  success  were    (1)  keynote  speaker  and  special 
guest  (2)  workshops  (3)  panels  (4)  open  forum  and 
roundtable,  and  (5)  community  involvement:  trade  fair, 
sponsorship  and  participation. 


The  keynote  speaker 
was  great.  She 
inspired  me  and 
taught  me  to  love 
myself  more.  She 
was  great! 
Conference  Participant 


D.    Keynote  Speaker  and  Special  Guest 

Patrice  Gaines,  prize-winning  reporter  for  the  Washing- 
ton Post  and  author  of  Laughing  in  the  Dark:  From  Col- 
ored Girl  to  Woman  of  Color  —  A  Journey  From  Prison  to  Power  served  as  an  inspi- 
rational keynote  speaker.   Unlike  many  speakers  who  talk  down  to  girls,  Ms.  Gaines 
grabbed  and  maintained  the  attention  of  the  audience  by  sharing  her  experi- 
ences. 

As  the  featured  keynote  speaker,  Ms.  Gaines  spoke  of  her  self  hatred,  and  her 
desperate  search  for  love.    Instead  of  the  love  being  reciprocated,  she  found 

trouble  instead.   Some  of  the  many  life 
experiences  that  she  shared  with  the 
audience  was  becoming  a  single 
mother,  a  shoplifter,  a  drug  addict, 
one  who  experienced  sexual  abuse 
and  rape,  and  served  time  in  jail—  all 
before  the  age  of  22. 

In  addition  to  some  of  the  more  radi- 
cal life  experiences,  she  talked  about 
her  feelings  of  rejection,  isolation, 
and  self-loathing—  many  of  the  feel- 
ings experienced  by  girls  approach- 
ing adulthood. 

Photo  Caption  (Right  Corner): 
Patrice  Gaines  and  Kim  Fields 


Photo  Caption  (Upper  Left): 
Keynote  Speaker-  -  Patrice  Gaines 


Photo  Caption  (Left  Corner): 

Patrice  Gaines  during  book  signing  segment. 
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Through  it  all,  Ms.  Gaines  rose  above  the  wrong  choices,  bad  experiences  and 
oppression  to  become  a  successful,  full  and  complete  woman.    Some  of  the  key 
messages  delivered  by  Ms.  Gaines  were: 

Photo  Caption: 
*  ^.   .  . .  a     j.  x  l£im  Fields  during  roundtable  segment. 

1 .  Girls  possess  the  power  to  transform 
themselves. 

2.  When  you  don't  know  what  to  do,  don't 
give  up. 

3.  All  things  are  possible  with  self  confi- 
dence and    belief  in  oneself. 

Kim  Fields,  star  of  the  FOX  television  situ- 
ational comedy  series,  "Living  Single"  joined 
Ms.  Gaines  as  a  special  guest.  Ms.  Fields,  a 
multi-talented  performer  has  established  a 
remarkable  fifteen-year  career,  most  no- 
table, playing  "Tootie"  on  the  long-running 
"The  Facts  of  Life"  series. 

In  addition  to  her  star  status,  Ms.  Fields  is  a 
student  at  Pepperdine  University  and  as  co- 
created,  produced  and  hosted  the  award- 
winning  cable  teleconference,  "Campus  Spotlight  Life  with  Kim  Fields." 

Ms.  Fields  shared  a  lot  of  powerful  messages  with  the  audience,  among  them; 
spirituality,  abstinence  as  an  option  to  sexual  activity,   and  the  willingness  to 
speak  up  and  let  your  needs  become  known  within  the  community.  Many  of  the 
girls  were  very  impressed  with  Ms.  Fields;  her  profession,  her  spiritual  ideology 
and  the  personal  character  traits  and  professional  skills  which  she  developed 
that  made  her  successful.  photo  caption: 

Georgette  Watson  and  Molly  Mead. 


E,  Policy  and  Funding  Panels 

Tani  Tagaki,  grants  director  of 
MS  Foundation  for  Women;  Molly  Mead, 
professor  and  author  of  "Worlds  Apart"; 
Roberta  Hurtig,  Chair,  Big  Sisters 
Association;  Rep.  Shirley  Owens-Hicks; 
Rep.  Pam  Resor;  and  Councilor 
Konstantina  Lukes  served  as  funding  and 
policy  panelists. 
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In  addition  to  their  insightful  knowledge,  they  imparted  upon  the  audience,  their 
personal  triumphs  and  stories  about  professional  women  working  successfully  in 
a  male  dominated  world. 


Not  only  were  policy  makers  and  funders  involved  with 
making  presentations  and  serving  as  "on-site"  experts 
and  role  models,  at  least  24  legislators  realized  the  ur- 
gent need  for  such  an  event  and  endorsed  the  confer- 
ence.   Endorsements  involved:  informing  their  constitu- 
ents about  the  conference,  sending  conference  materi- 
als to  them,  and  making  television  and  radio  appear- 
ances in  support  of  the  conference.  _.      „    „ 

rr  Photo  Caption: 

Rep.  Pam  Resor 

and  Georgette  Watson. 

R    Roundtable  and  Open  Forum 


Joining  Ms.  Gaines  and  Ms.  Fields  during  the  roundtable  segment  were  Lila 
Orbach,  FOX  Channel  25  News  at  10  news  anchor;  Georgette  Watson,  Chair,  Girls 
Planning  Committee,  Executive  Director,  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs;  and 
Carol  Bliss  Furr,  RCC.  The  roundtable  segment  served  as  another  highlight  of  the 
Status  of  Girls  Conference. 


G.   Community  Involvement 

"It  takes  a  village  to  raise  a  child"  as  the  underlying  theme  during  the  pre-confer- 
ence,  actual  conference,  and  post-conference  phases  of  development.  At  least 
one-hundred  organizations  participated  during  the  actual  conference;  many 
provided  stipends  for  conference  fees,  recommended  workshop  presenters  and 
topics  for  discussion,  assisted  with  promotion  and  publicity,  held  booths  at  the 
trade  fair,  provided  volunteers  and  supported  the  conference  financially, 
in  all  of  the  excitement  and  activity,  the  involvement  of  the  larger  community  was 
apparent  to  the  hundreds  of  girls  and  adults  who  attended.   In  all  of  the  excite- 
ment and  activity,  the  involvement  of  the  larger  community  was  apparent  to  the 
hundreds  of  girls  and  adults  who  attended.  Photo  caption: 

Jerry  Martinson,  Patrice  Gaines  and  Carol  Bliss  Furr. 
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Funders  and  Leading  Sponsors: 
Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs 
The  Girls  Coalition  of  Greater  Boston 
The  Reemer  Family  Fund 
The  Boston  Globe  Foundation 

Corporate  Contributors: 
Fox  25 

John  Hancock 
Yoplait  USA 
Sports  Events,  USA 
Harvard  Community  Health  Plan  Foun- 
dation 

Tambrand,  Inc. 
Boston  Pepsi  Cola  Bottling. 


Photo  Caption: 

Kim  Fields,  Georgette  Watson  and  Patrice  Gaines  (front  row  center) 

surrounded  by  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs  staff  and  consultants. 


Volunteer  Services: 

Roxbury  Defenders 

Girls  Coalition  of  Greater  Boston 

Boston  Streetworkers 

Neighborhood  Justice  Network 

Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs 


H.  Workshops 

The  interactive  and  informative  work- 
shops represent  another  key  Component      Photo  Caption:  Leslie  Ahern  and  daughter  during  trade  fair  segment. 

of  the  conference.    Based  upon  the  response  received,  the  conference  partici- 
pants were  highly  satisfied  and  felt  that  the  workshop  topics  were  relevant  to  the 
lives  of  girls.  The  participants  indicated  that  they  were  satisfied  with  the  range  of 
topics,  the  expertise  of  the  workshop  presenters  and  the  thoroughness  of  the 
information  provided. 


Photo  Caption: 

Georgette  Watson  with  conference  participants. 


Photo  Caption: 

Patrice  Gaines  with  conference  participants. 
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Approximately  264  participants  completed  the  workshop  and  panel  evaluation 
forms.   The  forms  were  used  to  measure  the  effectiveness  of  the  individual  work- 
shop/panels, to  identify  gaps  in  programming,  policy  and/or  funding  and  to  make 
recommendations.  Seventy-three  percent  of  the  respondents  felt  that  the  work- 
shops addressed  a  need  which  is  unmet  in  the  lives  of  girls.   Please  refer  to  the 
following  table  for  details  of  the  response. 

When  asked  the  question,  "Did  this  presentation  address  a  need  that  is  unmet  in 
the  lives  of  girls?,"  the  following  responses  were  generated. 


Response 


Number  of  Occurrences 


Percentage  of  Total 


Yes 

No  Response 

No 


193 

48 

23 


73.0% 

18.0% 

9.0% 


Girls  need  to  know  about 
the  laws  tliat  affect  their 
lives  are  enacted. 
Conference  Participant 


Girls  in  gangs 

are  a 

growing  problem. 

Conference 

Participant 


Young  women  always  need 
an  outlet  to  talk  their 
problems  out. 
Conference  Participant 


Young  girls  need  someone 
older  they  can  talk  to 
and  trust. 
Conference  Participant 


Photo  Caption: 
Georgette  Watson  and 
Maggie  Solis  with  conference  participants. 
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These  figures  correspond  strongly  with  the  results  from  the  overall  conference 
evaluation.   When  asked  the  question,  "In  your  opinion,  what  are  the  most  impor- 
tant issues  concerning  and/or  facing  girls  today?"  The  following  responses  were 
generated. 

Rank  Most  Important  Issue  Percentage 

1.  Sex,  Teen  Pregnancy,  AIDS/HIV,  Sexually  47.0% 
Transmitted  Diseases 

2.  Self  Esteem,  Confidence,  Rejection  of  Peer  Pressure  26.0% 

3.  Drug  Abuse,  Gang  Violence,  Domestic  Abuse  10.0% 

4.  Lack  of  Opportunities  for  Jobs,  and  Higher  Education  9.0% 

5.  Insufficient  Role  Models,  Advocates  4.0% 
and  Financial  Resources 

6.  Erosion  of  Values  2.0% 

7.  Gender  and  Racial  Bias  2.0% 

A  large  majority  of  the  participants  attending  the  conference  were  highly  im- 
pressed with  the  speakers,  workshop  presenters,  the  quality  of  information 
shared,  the  accessibility  of  the  information,  and  the  location  of  the  conference. 
Of  the   124  participants  who  submitted  overall  conference  evaluations,  when 
asked  the  question,  "What  could  have  been  done  differently  (items  such  as  con- 
tent, facilities,  logistics,  publicity,  speakers,  food,  child  care,  parking,  etc)",  most 
replied  "nothing  needed  to  be  changed." 


Everything  was  great  Nothing  needed  to  be  changed.  Everything  was  done  very  very 
well  Conference  Participant 


However,  a  few  respondents  rendered  these  suggestions  to  improve  upon  the 
first  every  Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Conference  (in  rank  order). 

Rank  Suggestion 

1.  Schedule  more  time  for  each    workshop. 

2.  Consider  a  three-day  or  week  long  conference  to  allow  participants  to 
attend  more  workshops  and  participate  in  more  panels. 

3.  Provide  more  time  for  teen,  adolescent  and  preadolescent  girl  interaction. 

4.  Conduct  more  advertising,  promotions  and  publicity. 

5.  Consider  holding  several  inter-state  conferences  to  alleviate  hardship  due 
to  travelling  long  distances. 
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When  asked  the  question,  "Did  this  presentation  meet  your  expectations?",  the 
following  responses  resulted. 


Response 


Number  of  Occurrences 


Percentage  of  Total 


Yes 

Somewhat 
Not  at  All 
Not  Applicable 
No  Response 


184 
64 

7 
1 
1 


70.0% 
24.0% 

3.0% 
1.5% 
1.5% 


Yes!  Very  much  so.    They  know  what  they  are  talking  about    They  got  me  thinking 
about  reality.  Conference  Participant 


The  results  of  the  actual  participant  registration  totals,  show  that  the  following 
workshops  experienced  the  greatest  number  of  attenders.    The  six  top  workshops 
are  listed  in  rank  order  (descending)  with  the  workshop  attracting  the  greatest 
number  of  participants  listed  first. 


Six  Top  Workshops 

1.        When  girls  of  color  talk 
about  self  esteem. 


4.         Understanding  Teen  Dating  Violence. 


2.         Gangs,  Gun  and  Drug 
Related  Violence. 


Gender  Discrimination. 


3. 


Let's  Talk  About  Sex. 


Family,  Friends,  or  Foe-  What  are  We? 


Therefore,  girls  who  attended  the  conference  were  most  interested  in  topics  relat- 
ing to:  self  esteem,  violence,  sex,  gender  discrimination,  and  inter-generational 
communication.  The  least  attended  workshop  by  girls  was  "Youth  Advocacy  Train- 
ing." Many  of  the  ten  adult  participants  were  quoted  as  saying  the  most  helpful 
piece  of  information  obtained  was,  "I  learned  some  specifics  of  the  legislative 
process." 
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IV.  POLICY  AND  FUNDING  IMPLICATIONS:  RECOMMENDATIONS 

'or  girls  in  Massachusetts  to  exhibit  resiliency  and  resist  the  negative  societal 

pressures  of  drugs,  alcohol,  and  unprotected  sex;  to  make  sound  and  prudent 
decisions  based  on  factual  information;  and  to  understand  deep  within  that  life 
holds  no  boundaries,  it  is  not  enough  to  plan  and  conduct  a  state-wide  confer- 
ence on  the  Status  of  Girls.  We  must  do  more.  Our  girls  demand  more  programs, 
increased  funding,  and  increased  attention  to  the  public  policies  which  affect 
them. 

In  conducting  the  Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Conference,  the  evaluations 
show  that  the  first  objective  and  immediate  goal  has  been  achieved  -  -  (1)  provide 
information,  role  modeling,  and  discussion  of  the  personal  dilemmas  and  success 
stories  to  help  girls.  The  conference  goals  (2)   increase  the  awareness  and  under- 
standing of  growing  up  as  young  women  and  (3)  shape  an  agenda  for  policy  mak- 
ers and  funders  to  address  girls'  needs  in  Massachusetts,   and  (4)   affect  positive 
change  on  a  state-wide  level  have  proven  to  be  more   elusive. 

In  the  context  of  today's  hectic  adolescent  activities,  a  one-day  conference  cen- 
tered around  girls  and  issues  concerning  girls  may  be  overlooked  and  forgotten 
as  the  feelings,  emotions,  and  flurry  of  pre-adulthood  choices  and  decisions 
crowd  the  field  of  the  everyday  routine. 

What  about  the  girls  who  did  not  attend?  What  about  the  adolescent  girls  of  to- 
morrow? 

With  these  two  very  important  sections,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Status  of  Girls  in  Mas- 
sachusetts Conference  has  and  will  continue  to  affect  positive  change  in  the  lives 
of  the  girls  who  attended,  those  who  did  not,  and  the  many  others  who  will  come 
of  age  in  future  years. 

In  accomplishing  these  goals  and  objectives,  girls  who  participated  in  the  confer- 
ence were  surveyed  while  additional  research  was  undertaken  in  the  form  of 
focus  group  sessions,  one-on-one  interviews,  and  questionnaires  with  state  repre- 
sentatives, members  of  the  girls  planning  committee,  practitioners,  funders,  and 
educators. 
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Overwhelmingly,  92  percent  of  the  conference  participants  felt  that  the  important 
issues  facing  girls  today  are:  sex,  teen  pregnancy,  AIDS;  self  esteem,  confidence; 
and  drug  abuse,  gang  violence,  domestic  abuse;  lack  of  opportunities  for  jobs  and 
higher  learning. 

Keeping  these  issues  in  mind,  the  participants  of  the  Status  of  Girls  Conference 
were  asked  for  their  opinion  in  addressing  the  most  important  issues  facing  girls 
today;  in  ranked  order.  When  asked  the  question,  "Please  rank  the  following  steps 
in  addressing  the  issues  identified,"  approximately  124  participants  responded.  Of 
the   12  possible  recommendations  listed,  the  top  five  recommendations  were  put 
forth  by  the  conference  participants  follows. 

Rank  Recommendation  Weighted  Ranking 

1 .  Promote  creative  solutions  to  teen  pregnancy 

gang  membership  and  teen-on-teen  violence.  200 

2.  Address  health  epidemic  such  as  AIDS  and  other  194 
sexually  transmitted  diseases  among  girls, 

teens  and  young  women. 

3.  Advocate  for  increased  public  funding  for  1 76 
girls  programming. 

4.  Work  to  develop  key  leadership  traits  like  self  1 75 
sufficiency  and  self  determination  skills. 

5.  Build  stronger  neighborhoods  through  local  172 
economic  development  activities. 

The  general  recommendations  rendered  by  the  girls—  creative  solutions,  address- 
ing health  epidemics,  work  to  develop  leadership  traits  and  build  stronger  neigh- 
borhoods require  three  items:  (1)  Increased  funding  (2)  Increased  attention  to 
policies  affecting  girls;  and  (3)  Increased  girls  programming. 
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A  focus  group  consisting  of  practitioners,  advocates  and  educators  were  more 
concrete  in  their  analysis.  Results  of  the  focus  group  sessions  showed  that  their 
general  recommendations  mirrored  the  recommendations  of  the  girls.    However, 
the  focus  group  participants  were  more  concrete  in  their  analysis  and  identified 
the  following  four  key  initiatives. 

1.  The  need  for  equity  funding  in  state  supported  youth  programs  in  terms  of 
reallocation  of  current  funds. 

2.  The  need  for  increased  funding  targeted  to  girl's  programs  and  services. 

3.  The  need  for  greater  access  to  health,  sex,  and  fitness  information  in 
schools  and  programs  serving  youth. 

4.  The  need  for  vocational  education  and  the  development  and  expansion  of 
internship  career  opportunities  for  girls. 
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V.  SPECIFIC  RECOMMENDATIONS 

sing  the  general  recommendations  of  those  surveyed  as  a  foundation,  a 

compilation  of  specific  recommendations  for  (1)  federal,  state  and  local  govern- 
ment (2)  private  funders  (3)  agencies  serving  women  and  girls  (4)  and  universal 
programs  funded  by  the  private  and  public  sector  follows. 

Federal.  State  and  Local  Government 

1.  Convene  a  Girl's  Commission. 

Convene  a  Girl's  Commission  authorizing  the  Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  to 
recommend  policy  solutions  to  respond  to  the  immediate  needs  of  teenage  girls 
identified  in  this  report.   More  work  has  to  be  done  to  reach  the  goals  and  objec- 
tives identified  during  the  conference.   An  independent  commission  is  needed  to 
develop  a  legislative  plan  on  how  to  accomplish  these  objectives. 

2.  Parity  Funding  in  State  Supported  Youth  Programs. 

As  the  adverse  conditions  facing  girls  ultimately  affect  situations  experienced  by 
the  larger  society,  parity  funding  for  girls'  youth   programs  are  imperative.   At 
present,  adolescent  girls  and  young  women  are  largely  the  sole  caretakers  for 
younger  children  within  their  core  and  extended  families.  Because  of  the  respon- 
sibilities that  have  been  imposed  on  them,  greater  support  is  necessary  to  insure 
that  they  can  positively  impact  a  new  generation. 

3.  Increased  funding  for  nonprofits  serving  women  and  girls. 

61  percent  of  the  funders  who  participated  in  the  "Worlds  Apart"  Study  perceive 
that  there  are  no  obstacles  to  funding  programs  for  women  and  girls,  yet  92  per- 
cent of  all  foundation  dollars  in  the  Greater  Boston  area  goes  to  universal  pro- 
grams.  Only  six  percent  of  all  foundation  contributions  are  allocated  to  programs 
serving  women  and  girls. 
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4.  Provide  greater  access  to  health,  sex,  and  fitness  information  in  schools 
and  programs  serving  youth. 

At  present,  there  is  a  moral  and  political  stigma  attached  to  "sex  and  education" 
offered  in  the  school  systems.    Many  of  the  respondents  believe  that  the  educa- 
tion provided  through  the  "sex  education"  format  is  vital  for  the  adolescent 
growth  and  development.    However,  a  change  in  grammatical  terms  from  "sex 
education"  to  "health  education"  is  warranted  to  fend  off  criticism.   Further, 
other  components  of  health  education  such  as  hygiene,  eating  disorders,  fit- 
ness, and  nutrition  are  significant  and  demand  attention  as  well. 

Private  Funders 

5.  Intentionally  fund  programs  that  have  a  specific  girl  focus. 

In  lieu  of  the  current  trends;  increase  in  arrest  rate  of  girls,  increase  in  violence 
committed  against  girls;  and  the  increase  in  lifetime  cigarette;  among  others, 
develop  a  strategy  to  fund  programs  that  have  a  specific  girl  focus  to  combat 
these  and  other  issues. 

6.  Conduct  educational  and  awareness  campaigns. 

Provide  greater  outreach  and  educational  seminars  to  inform  and  educate  practi- 
tioners serving  girls  about  funding  policies  and  practices  of  private  foundations 
and  public  sector  agencies.    Through  these  educational  and  awareness 
campaigns,  seek  to  reduce  the  perceived  and/or  real  barriers  that  exist  to  funding 
nonprofits  serving  girls  (50  percent  of  the  nonprofits  serving  women  and  girls 
surveyed  in  "Worlds  Apart"  believe  that  they  have  been  subjects  of  specific  bias 
in  the  process  of  requesting  funds).   Some  of  the  educational  seminars  may  in- 
clude: "Communicating  Your  Vision  to  the  Wider  Audience,"  "Translating  Your  Girl 
Specific  Goals  and  Objectives  into  Non  Girl  Specific  Measurable  Outcomes," 
"Overcoming  Financial  Fears"  among  others. 


Agencies  Serving  Women  and  Girls 

7.         Increase  collaborative  efforts. 

Literally  hundreds  of  nonprofits  serving  girls  and  women  abound  in  Massachu- 
setts.   Unfortunately,  it  is  the  autonomy  and  independence  that  keeps  the  existing 
women  and  girls  networks  from  collectively  developing  a  cohesive  strategy  to 
increase  funding  resources  and   programming  services  to  women  and  girls. 
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8.  Replicate  the  Conference. 

Replicate  the  First  Annual  Status  of  Girls  In  Massachusetts  Conference  to  increase 
the  nation's  awareness  and  understanding,  forge  new  policy  initiatives  and   bring 
about  more  effective  communal  change  on  a  national  level.    Processes  may  include 
the  development  of  a  conference  manual,   dissemination  to  interested  parties  and 
modification  to  fit  the  regional  and  demographic  needs  of  girls  and  the  communities  in 
which  they  reside.      Other  elements  of  this  plan  may  include  phases  which  would 
consist  of  several  regional  conferences  culminating  with  a  national  conference. 

9.  Support  Current  Legislative  Initiatives,  Work  to  Create  New  Legislation  in  sup- 
port of  Girls,  and  Train  Girls  about  the  Legislative  Process. 

As  evidenced  by  a  review  of  the  legislation  which  negatively  affects  girls  and  young 
women;   reduced  public  funding  for  jobs  and  training  programs;  the  low  attendance  in 
the  "Youth  Advocacy  Training"  Workshop  and  the  lukewarm  questions  raised  about 
policy  affecting  girls  during  the  policy  panel  segment  of  the  conference—  greater 
attention  must  be  placed  on  policy. 

A  comprehensive  policy  strategy  should  be  developed.   Areas  covered  within  this 
policy  include  the  support  of  current  legislative  initiatives,  the  creation  of  new  legisla- 
tion in  support  of  girls  and  young  women,  and  the  development  of  legislative  training 
and  advocacy  programs  for  women  and  girls.  The  desired  outcomes  of  the  compre- 
hensive policy  strategy  would  be  threefold:  (1)  to  advance  the  causes  of  women  and 
girls  and   (2)  to  help  girls  and  young  women  understand  the  legislative  process  and 
how  it  directly  affects  their  lives,  and  (3)  to  encourage  active  participation. 


Universal  Programs  Funded  by  the  Private  and  Public  Sector 

10.       Recognize  the  commonalities  of  life  situations  facing  youth;  girls  and  tyoys  and 
develop  wider  coalitions  to  address  the  multiplicity  of  problems  faced  by  each. 

The  immediacy  and  complexity  of  life  situations,  problems  and  solutions  require  a 
more  comprehensive  strategy  for  action.   The  Status   of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Con- 
ference represents  just  one  of  the  many  instances  in  which  collaboration,  interaction 
and  support  occurs  among   state  agencies,  nonprofits  serving  women  and  girls;  be- 
tween universal  nonprofits  serving  youth;  across  bipartisan  legislative  lines;  and 
within  national,  regional,  and  local  funding  circles.    Initiatives  such  as  these  must 
continue  to  eradicate  the  problems  facing  girls  and  other  affected  groups. 
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11.       Provide  greater  emphasis  on  vocational  education  and  the  development 
and  expansion  of  internship  career  opportunities  for  girls. 

Based  upon  a  crude  survey  from  the  Orchard  Park  Career  Development  Program 
located  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,   two  out  of  three  females  stated  during  their 
first  career  consultation  stated  that  they  were  "unaware"  of  various  training 
opportunities  as  well  as  unaware  of  their  own  capabilities  to  perform  well  in  a 
professional  career.    Ninety  percent  of  the  respondents  self-selected  positions 
that  require  little  or  no  formalized  education  such  as  clerical/administrative  assis- 
tants and  home  health  aids  rather  than  professional  positions  such  as  bank  of- 
ficer, social  worker,  school  teacher,  counselor  or  business  owner. 

When  creating  internship  and  other  job  training  programs,  the  government,  asso- 
ciations and  agencies  serving  women  and  girls,  and  universal  programs  must 
work  together  to  develop  and  expand  professional  internship  career  opportunities 
for  girls  and  young  women.   In  so  doing,  girls  will  increase  their  expectations, 
express  greater  self  confidence  in  their  capabilities,  and  feel  comfortable  realizing 
their  dreams  for  a  better  future. 
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VI.  APPENDICES 


STATUS  OF  GIRLS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

Pat  Shine,  Big  Sister  Association 

Pat  Driscoll,  Girls  Inc.  of  Lynn 

Meagan  Shea,  Spar  and  Spindle  Girl  Scout  Council 

Alison  Amoroso,  Teen  Voices/  Women  Express 

Crystal  Johnson,  BCC  Streetworker  Program 

Laura  Kaufman,  Boston  Women's  Fund 

Laureen  Scibinic,  Maiden  YMCA 

Avis  Winston,  Force  Youth  Program 

Jan  Hurst,  Patriot  Trail  Girl  Scout  Council 

Carol  Bliss-Furr,  Roxbury  Community  College 

Anne  Schiraga,  Boston  Community  Centers 

Esther  Pearson,  Mary  McCleod  Bethune  Institute 

Nancy  Ryan,  Cambridge  Women's  Commission 

Ellen  Remmer,  The  Remmer  Family  Fund 

Elena  Swaim ,  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education 

Jan  Gadson,  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs 

George  Watson,  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs 

Elaine  Tabor,  Boston  Women's  Commission 

Jenny  Sazama,  YouthBuild  USA 

Barbara  Dowd,  Income  of  Her  Own 

Jerry  Martinson,  Big  Sister's  Association 

Laura  Watkins,  Patriot  Trail  Girl  Scout  Council 


ADVISORY  BOARD 
GOVERNOR'S  ALLIANCE  AGAINST  DRUGS 

Patrick  Purrell,  CEO,  Boston  Herald 

Barbara  Kipperman,  Exec.  Director,  Boston  AD  Club  Foundation 

Betty  Winship,  Columnist,  Boston  Globe 

Jeanne  Gribodeau,  Youth  Advisor,  Boston  City  Hall 

Lois  Roach,  Public  Affairs  Director,  WBZ-TV 

Sydney  Elsass,  Director  of  Public  Relations,  Jordan's  Furniture 

Ron  Burton,  Exec.  Consultant,  John  Hancock  Insurance 

George  DiBlasi,  President,  Massachusetts  Chief  of  Police  Association 

Michael  Yacino,  Gun  Owner's  Action  League 

Janis  Berry,  Berry,  Ottenberg  &  Dunklass 

Carol  Bliss-Furr,  Dir.  Continuing  Education,  Roxbury  Community  College 

Linda  Hudson,  Boston  Violence  Prevention  Program 


LEGISLATIVE  ENDORSERS 


Sen.  Diane  Wilkerson 

Sen.  Jane  Swift 

Sen.  Stanley  Rosenberge 

Sen.  Lois  Pines 

Speaker  Charles  Flaherty 

Rep.  Rachel  Kaprielian 

Rep.  Hasty  Evans 

Rep.  Harold  Naughton 

Rep.  Byron  Rushing 

Rep.  Mary  Jeanette  Marray 

Rep.  Pam  Resor 

Rep.  Shirley  Owens-Hicks 

Rep.  Micheal  Cahill 

Rep.  Cele  Hahn 

Rep.  Paul  Demakis 

Rep.  Charlotte  Gollar  Richie 

Rep.  Shirley  Gomes 

Rep.  Jay  Kaufman 

Rep.  Marie  Parente 

Rep.  Pat  Jehlen 

Rep.  John  Busingher 

Rep.  Harriot  Chandler 

Rep.  Barbara  Gray 

Rep.  Barbara  Gardner 

Former  Rep.  Barbara  Hildt 


THE  STATUS  OF  GIRLS  CONFERENCE 
AGENDA 


MEDIA  ARTS  BUILDING 


April  29,  1995 


1. 

2. 
3. 


Registration 
Foyer 


Opening  Remarks 

welcome  to  RCC 

Carol  Bliss  Furr 

Director,  Continuing  Education 

Roxbury  Community  College 

Programmatic  Review 

Jerry  Martinson 

Executive  Director 

Big  Sisters  Association 

Concept  of  the  Conference 

Georgette  Watson 

Executive  Director 

Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs 

Chair,  Status  of  Girls  in  Massachusetts  Conference 

Kathleen  OToole 

Secretary  of  Public  Safety 

Overview  of  the  Conference 


8: 30-9 :30am 


Continental  Breakfast 


10:00am-  10:30am 


Policy  Panel 

Rep.  Pom  Resor, 

Rep.  Shirley  Owens-  Hicks 


10:30am- 11:15am 


Funding  Panel 

Tani  Takagi,  MS  Foundation 

Molly  Mead,  Tufts  Univ. 

Ann  Sanders,  The  NEW  Fund 

Roberta  Hurtig,  Chair,  Big  Sisters 


11:15am- 12:00 


ACADEMIC  BUILDING 


6.  Presenters,  4th  Floor 
Faculty  Lounge,  Room  424 

7.  Workshops  to  Be  Held 


Holding  Space 
10:30-12:00 


STUDENT  CENTER 


8. 


Lunch  in  the  Cafe 


12:00- 12:45 


ACADEMIC  BUILDING 


Morning  Workshops  (10:30  am  until  12:00  noon) 


Gender  Discrimination  Room  102 

Marie  Celestin  and  Alison  Amoroso;  Women's  Express,  Inc. 
To  empower  young  women  giving  them  tools  to  strive  for  justice. 

There's  More  to  My  Life  Than  Being  Gay  Room  106 

Bridget  McGuiness;  Boston  Alliance  Of  Gay  And  Lesbian  Youth 

To  start  dialogues,  break  stereotypes  and  foster  understanding  is  the  goal. 

Making  Waves  Room  206 

Catherine  Chiu,  Patriots  Trail  Girl  Scouts  Council. 

Challenge  girls  about  their  perceptions  and  assumptions  about  their  world. 

When  Girls  of  Color  Talk  About  Self  Esteem  Lecture  Hall 

Jacqueline  Fields,  Ph.  D.,  Wellesley  College  Center  For  Research  On  Women. 
To  identify  the  components  that  contribute  to  positive  self  esteem. 

Crossing  Bridges  Room  107 

Elaine  Ng  and  Rachel  Sing;  Quincy  School  Council  and 
Harvard  Graduate  School  Of  Education  .  To  increase  knowledge 
and  understanding  of  Asian  Pacific  American  girls. 

Preparing  Young  Women  for  the  Room  127 

Challenges  of  Today  and  Tomorrow 

Patricia  Shine,  LICSW;  Big  Sister  Association  Of  Greater  Boston. 
A  discussion  about  the  importance  of  mentoring  in  girls  lives. 

Gangs,  Gun,  and  Drug  Related  Violence  Room  345 

Ulric  Johnson;  Teens  Against  Gang  Violence 

To  promote  peace,  justice  and  love  as  a  means  of  addressing 

all  forms  of  violence. 

AIDS  and  Other  Health  Issues  Room  129 

Helen  Corbett;  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan  Foundation 
A  discussion  and  workshop  on  AIDS. 

Life  Choices:  Using  Drama  to  Create  Possibilities 

Kristan  Burke;  Patriots'  Trail  Girl  Scout  Council 

Using  drama  to  "Act  out  and  Speak  up"  about  critical  issues  facing 

young  women  today.  Room  135 


ACADEMIC  BUILDING 
Afternoon  Workshops  (1:45  pm  until  3:00pm) 


Let's  Talk  About  Sex  Lecture  Hall 

Pat  Driscoll,  Girls  Inc.  Of  Lynn 

Young  women  discuss  their  experience  and  their  journeys 

from  childhood  to  a  fulfilling  adulthood. 

Picture  Yourself  in  Business  Room  127 

Barbara  Dowd;  An  Income  Of  Her  Own 

To  provide  awareness  of  the  importance  of  economic  independence. 

Youth  Advocacy  Training  Room  104 

Kelly  Bates  and  Yael  Foa;  Women's  Statewide  Legislative  Network  And  Alliance 
To  Increase  the  effective  participation  of  girls  and  women  in  public  policy. 

Eureka:  A  Model  of  Teen  Achievement  Room  107 

Sue  Marvit;  Girls  Inc.  Of  Lynn. 

Discover  how  capable  and  smart  young  women  really  are 

in  math,  science  and  sports. 

Understanding  Teen  Dating  Violence  Room  129 

Carol  Sousa  and  John  Cooper;  Dating  Violence  Intervention  Project 
Discussion  of  intervention  and  the  safety  of  young  women. 

High  Paying  Careers  for  Women  Room  206 

Elena  Swaim;  Massachusetts  Department  Of  Education 
Introduce  young  women  to  high  paying  careers  and 
explanation  of  preparation  methods. 

Girls  and  Poverty:  The  Implications  of  Current  Policies  Room  345 

Alison  Amoroso  and  Cathy  Wasseman;  Women  Express,  Inc. 
To  advise  attendees  about  social  pohcies  and 
the  effects  on  the  widespread  impoverishment  of  girls. 

Family,  Friends  or  Foe,  What  Are  We?  Room  106 

Tischa  Brown;  Bruce  Wall  Ministries,  Inc. 

To  create  a  dialogue  between  younger  and  older  women. 

Learn  to  Earn  Room  102 

Paula  Francis;  ROXCOMI Orchard  Park  Health  Center 

How  to  make  decisions  concerning  your  career,  education  and  training. 


